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Disproportionality

ÁDisproportionality exists when a group 

makes up a proportion of those experiencing 

some event (e.g., arrest or placement in 

OCFS facility) that is higher or lower than 

that groupôs proportion in the population
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Black and Latino Youth are Overrepresented 

in Juvenile Justice System

ÁIn both NYC and Rest of State (ROS), Black 

and Latino children make up a substantially 

higher percentage of the juvenile justice 

population at each stage in the process than 

their share of the general population of 

children under 16.
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Race/Ethnic Distribution in Juvenile Justice System, 2006
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Race/Ethnic Distribution in Juvenile Justice System, 2006

Rest of State
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Rates of Arrests, Detention, Placement, 

and In Care Highest for Black Children

ÁAs measured by rate per 1000 children in 

population, Black children are more likely than 

Latino  children, and Latino children are more 

likely than White children, to be arrested, 

admitted to detention, admitted to OCFS 

facilities and voluntary agencies, and in care.

ÁBlack and Latino children in ROS are arrested at 

more than twice the rate of NYC Black and 

Latino children, and are detained at almost 

twice the rate of NYC Black and Latino  children.
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Rate of Children Arrested,  Admitted to Detention, Placed With OCFS, and 

In Care Per 1,000 Children < 16 in Population

36.240


